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Sept. 10.
Chap. II.
On Anglo-Frianco gardens,

which by the by they call Anglo-Chinois gardens, as they
say that by the help of Sir William Chambers's lunettes
they have detected us for having stolen our gardens from
the Chinese. I shall tell them another tale when I publish
my last volume* Yesterday I went to see the Countess
de Boufflers* English garden at lAuteuil, and it is strictly
English, and begotten by her on an English gardener.
There are fifty-two acres, which ascend from the house
up a hill that is laid out in fields, with a sunk fence and
loose trees and shrubs, and has tolerable turf, except that
it is coarse arid of a green seldom worn by a gentleman's
garden in England. All along the summit reigns a noble
terrace, surrounded by the Bois de Boulogne, into which
a griUe opens upon a lofty avenue bounded by a sugar-loaf
hill. The terrace looks over the lawn upon a glorious
prospect, which begins from the leffc with one of the King^s
houses, is joined by a wood out of which juts Passy, the
Due do Penthievre's2, that forms the side-scene and flings
a rich view of hills and towns to a great distance. The
middle of the landscape advances again; on the foreground
are villages and villas, over which is extended all Paris,
with the horizon broken by the towers and domes of Notre
Dame,tf St. Sulpice, the Invalides, the Val de Grace, &c.;
the whole height of the semicircle goes off in hills decked
with villages and country-houses that are closed by Meudon,
and forests on higher hills. In this sumptuous prospect
nothing is wanting but verdure and water, of which you
do not see a drop. In short, they can never have as
beautiful, landscapes as ours, till they have as bad a climate,
a Louis Jean Maiae de Bourbon (If 25-1798), Duo de Pentliievra . -
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